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Herpetic meningoencephalitis is a devastating disease
with significant morbidity and mortality. One of the
most serious clinical sequelae is aphasia, usually of
sensory type, whereas, Broca’s or motor aphasia is not
a common manifestation. We report a case of herpetic
meningoencephalitis diagnosed by polymerase chain
reaction (PCR) and viral culture with Broca’s aphasia
as a neurologic sequela.

A 35-year old male patient was admitted due to
fever and altered mentality for 3 days. He was accom-
panied by nausea, vomiting, disorientation, and memo-

ry defect. Several vesicular eruptions were noted aro-
und the lips. Neck stiffness was present, but Kernig’s
and Brudzinski signs were not observed. Herpetic
meningoencephalitis was confirmed with PCR and
other diagnostic tests such as EEG, brain MRI, brain
CT scan, and viral culture. His overall clinical condi-
tion was improved after acyclovir therapy, but Broca’s
aphasia remained as a sequela.
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Figure 1. Brain MRI shows high-signal intensity in left
insular, singular gyri, and temporal lobe on T2, PDWL



Figure 2. 179-bp amplified band was produced from CSF
of patient (arrow). Lane P :positive control, N1 : template
free negative control, N2 :Taq-polymerase free negative
control, *: product from CSF of patient.

Figure 3. Cytopathic effect of herpes virus isolated from
the patient on Vero-cell (high power field).
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Figure 4. Electroencephalography shows the spike-and-slow
wave activity on all leads, especially on frontotemporal
region.
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