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A Case of Bacteremic Cholangitis Caused by Flavobacterium odoratum
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Flavobacterium odoratum is an obligately aerobic,
gram-negative, non-fermentative rod. It has been infre-
quently isolated from urine, stool, wound, sputum, and
blood specimens, but clinical infections caused by this
organism are extremely rare.

We report a case of bacteremic cholangitis caused
by F. odoratum. The organism was simultaneously
isolated in blood and bile from a patient, who had
fever, sustained jaundice and abdominal pain with

adenocarcinoma of the common bile duct. The isolated
organism showed the typical biochemical characterist-
ics. The results of antimicrobial sensitivity test showed
resistance to aminoglycosides and cephalosporins but
susceptibility to imipenem and trimethoprim-sulfame-
thoxazole (Korean J Infect Dis 31:163~166, 1999).
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Table 1. Biochemical Characteristics of F. odoratum

Isolated from Blood and Bile

Biochemical tests Isolate

Growth on MacConkey agar +
Reduction of nitrate to nitrite —
Hydrolysis of acetamide -
esculin -
gelatin
Urease production
Indole production —
Cytochrome-oxidase production
Catalase production
Arginine dihydrolase -
Lysine decarboxylase -
Ornithine decarboxylase -
Polymyxin B +
5 -Galactosidase production —
Acid production from adonitol -
arabinose -
inositol —
lactose -
maltose -
mannitol —
rhamnose —
sorbitol -
sucrose —
xylose —
Acid production from glucose
Oxidative —
Fermentative —

= 5 mLS Folslo] wlekAAS Qs
MIZEE AL 274 9 994 3kalollA] =23t 7]

A= BACTEC 9240(Becton Dickinson Microbiology
Systems, Sparks, MD) 02 vloksigla, BEAARs S
], MacConkey 3FdulA] B thioglycollate BA|uH=]ol]
HEstol wieksislel. GEAAIE HESIUR U ulA ol
A 2447 ik Fol wRAlel B s Aol
2~3 mm?@l Fzto] WA x%|9] o] MacConkey EHHulR|ol|A]
£ 47 12 mm AEe FaER qee]l PAH.
A 245 1ol FRSol sk HajgRuA
¢} MacConkey 3PdufA|oll AlthuieFsialon, wiek 1935
BEAAS EUT kel FAel BATIL. T4 ol

=00 = |
Ae adedldes dEgen, Ade 54 8

Al 7Z+FA 7AA= Vitek GNI system(bioMerieux, Hazel-
wood, MO)Z} MicroScan WalkAway system(Dade Behring
Inc., West Sacramento, CA) & A-&3l9ith F=A43+= F.
odoratum .2 JX|slom, o] AYs}ebA A4S Table 1
I ket Al Az A i dgellA e
¥l #51 5Yel9don, imipenemd} trimethoprim-sulfame-
thoxazole S A|2gt thHEe] Aol WAL HltKTable
2).

AZ 2 AH}: sx}= AlS ceftriaxoneT} metronidazole
S Folugtw U 100ANE 24/t TAs vk
AollA F. odoratumo] A= A 74 Az Ha
e, oju] skate] FAE FAES] A FoAE T

3t AR ke AR wAslA] kgt

Table 2. In vitro Antimicrobial Susceptibilities of F.
odoratum Isolated from Blood and Bile

Antimicrobial agent Blood Bile
Amikacin R R
Gentamicin R R
Tobramycin R R
Cephalothin R R
Cefoxitin R R
Cefuroxime R R
Ceftriaxone R R
Piperacillin I S
Ticarcillin R R
Ticarcillin/clavulanate 1 I
Imipenem S S
Aztreonam R R
Ciprofloxacin I 1
Trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole S S

“Abbreviations : R, Resistant; I, Intermediate; S, Susceptible
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