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Background : This study reports the incidences of
measles in Korea and the epidemiologic characteristics
for the incidence reported for the period 1980~ 1999.
It provides the epidemiologic data for measles before
implementing the catch-up campaign in 2001.

Methods : We obtained information for the survey
from the data for the incidence reported from health
centers. Incidences per 100,000 population were calcu-
lated for the 1963~1999. And the following variables
were studied : seasonal or regional distribution for the
1980 ~1999.

Results : The incidence rate of measles declined
after the systemic immunization in 1985, but in 1990s,
the outbreak of measles occurred periodically and in-
cidences per 100,000 population increased from 8.4
cases in 1990 to 17.7 in 1994. In 1990 and 1994,
measles cases centered around the 5~6th month. On

the other hand, in non-epidemic year measles cases
were scattered around the year. The incidence rates of
measles by the province were greatly different when-
ever the outbreak of measles occurred.

Conclusion : In 1990s, the outbreak of measles
occurred periodically at the interval of 4 years until
1994. The seasonal distribution may be caused by lim-
itation of transmission due to the increased measles
immunity in outbreak region. Our results showed that
the measles outbreak did not occur in the specific
province, but it occurred nationwide whenever measles
outbreak occurred, even though the incidence rates of
the provinces were different. (Korean J Infect Dis
34:89~93, 2002)
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Figure 1. Trend in the incidence of measles in Korea,
1980~ 1999.
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Figure 2. Seasonal distribution in the incidence of epidemic years [(A) 1990 and 1994 year] and
non-epidemic period (B) of measles in Korea, 1990~ 1999.
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Figure 3. Regional distribution in the incidence of measles in Korea, 1980~1999. Abbreviations : SE, Seoul; BS, Busan; DG,
Daegu; IC, Incheon; GJ, Gwangju; DJ, Daejeon; US, Ulsan, GG, Gyeonggi-do, GW, Gangwon-do; CB, Chungcheongbuk-do;
CN, Chungcheongnam-do; JB, Jeollabuk-do; JN, Jeollanam-do; GB, Gyeongsangbuk-do; GN, Gyeongsangnam-do; JJ, Jeju-do.
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