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A Case of Strongyloidiasis Associated with Intestinal obstruction in a

Patient with Alcoholic Liver Disease

Sang Hwa Lee, M.D., Sang Joon Ahn, M.D., In Young Koh, M.D., Jin Seok Jang, M.D., Min Ah Park, M.D.,
Kyung Ho Kim, M.D., Ki Young Huh, M.D.’, Jin Hwa Lee, M.D.T, Hyuck Lee, M.D., and Sang Young Han, M.D.
Department of Internal Medicine, Pathology’, Radiology ™, Dong-A University College of Medicine, Busan, Korea

Human is infected by third stage filariform larvae of Strongyloides stercoralis which is a soil-trans-
mitted nematode. Rhabditiform larvae passed in feces can transform into infectious filariform larvae
either directly or after a free living phase of development. Most infected patients may be asymp-
tomatic or have mild cutaneous symptoms or induces non-specific complaints such as moderate
abdominal pain, nausea and diarrhea. However, in immunocompromised hosts, the parasite is aug-
mented by autoinfection, resulting in hyperinfection and can disseminate widely and can be fatal. We
report a case of strongyloidiasis associated with intestinal obstruction in a patient with alcoholic liver
disease.

Key Words : Strongyloides stercoralis, Intestinal obstruction, Alcoholic liver disease
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Figure 1. The duodenal mucosa shows many cross sections of
adult worm. Many eggs, ovary and esophagus are noted on
cross section. The lamina propria shows infiltration of eosinophils,
neutrophils, lymphocytes, and plasma cells. Some cryptitis are
noted (H&E, *100).

Figure 2. The rhabditiform larvae of Strongyloides stercolaris is
noted from the feces of the patient.
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