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A Case of Typhoid Fever Complicated with Meningitis,

Cervical Spondylitis and Epidural Abscess

Kyeongman Jeon, M.D., Nam Hee Kwon, M.D., Hyun Ha Chang, M.D., Sook-In Jung, M.D., Won Sup Oh, M.D.
Sungmin Kim, M.D., Kyong Ran Peck, M.D. and Jae-Hoon Song, M.D.

Division of Infectious Diseases, Department of Medicine, Samsung Medical Center,

Sungkyunkwan University School of Medicine, Seoul, Koera

Typhoid fever still steadily occurrs, although its incidence decreased in Korea. Even though the clinical
manifestations of typhoid fever are varied, there has been no reported case complicated with meningitis,
cervical spondylitis and epidural abscess simultaneously. We experienced a case of typhoid fever in an
immunocompetent patient complicated with meningitis, cervical spondylitis and cervical epidural abscess.
A 55-year old woman was admitted because of fever and neck pain. The finding of her lumbar
puncture was compatable with bacterial meningitis, and Salmonella enterica Typhi was found in blood
cultures. Despite of medical treatment, neck pain, radiating to upper extremities, was aggravated.
Cervical MRI revealed an anterior epidural abscess with spondylitis and discitis at the level of the 5"
and 6™ cervical vertebral bodies. Removal of epidural abscess and laminectomy were performed for
cervical spinal cord compression. Ciprofloxacin was intravenously given for up to one month and was
then switched to oral formula. She was cured without neurologic sequelae and has had no relapse for 1

year follow-up.
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Figure 1. T2-weighted sagittal image of the cervical spine MRI shows aggravation of the anterior epidural
abscess with spondylitis and discitis at the level of C5 and C6 vertebral bodies on hospital day 14 (B)
compared with that on hospital day 3 (A).
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