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A Case of Tenosynovitis Due to Mycobacterium intracellulare in a Patient with

Rheumatoid Arthritis

Keun-Woo Park, M.D.", Hyun-Hee Kwon, M.D.", Seung-Hie Chung, M.D.", Kyung Chan Kim, M.D.’
Jung-Yoon Choe, M.D." and Young Hwan Lee, M.D.2
Department of Internal Medicinew, Department of Radiology2 , Catholic niversity of Daegu, School of Medicine, Daegu, Korea

Nontuberculous mycobacteria are ubiguitous organisms that are frequently present in the water, soil
and animal reservoirs. Nontuberculous mycobacterial infections of the musculoskeletal system are rare
and usually associated with predisposing factors, such as prior joint disease, trauma, use of intraarti-
cular or oral corticosteroids, or an immunocompromised state. A sixty five—year—old patient with rheu-
matoid arthritis was hospitalized due to swelling on the left wrist. M. intracellulare was cultured from
the aspirated joint fluid. The patient was successfully treated with clarithromycin, ethambutol, and
rifampin. We report this case with review, emphasizing high suspicion for nontuberculous mycobacterial
infection in patients with predisposing risk factors.
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Figure 1. Deformity of DIP joint and left wrist swelling are
seen.
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Figure 2. Radiograph in anteroposterior projection of left wrist
reveals osteolysis with fragmentation of distal radius and
erosions in the distal ulna and carpal bones.
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Figure 3. (A) Coronal fat-saturated fast spin—echo T2-weighted MR image shows synovial proliferation (arrows), synovial
fluid collection (asterisks), osteomyelitis (arrowheads), and bony fragmentation. (B) Coronal gadolinium-enhanced fat—
saturated spin-echo T1-weighted MR image shows enhancement of thickened synovium (arrows).
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